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Misconceptions About Why
People Leave the Church

1. People leave primarily because of negative
experiences.

2. Young people leave after attending secular

universities.

3. People leave church because they left the
faith.

4. The people leaving are primarily on the
political left.




THE CHUR®O]

A body of people w

evidence/that they
God's grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone.
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Nnave been saved by
for his glory alone,
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And they devoted themselves to the
aching and the fellowship, to the

apostles te

breaking of

came upa

vevelry sOU

bread and the prayers. And awe

, and many wonders

and signs were being donelthrough the
apostles.

Acts 2.
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And all who believed were together and had
all things iIn common. And they were selling
their possessions and pelongings and
distributing the, proceeds to alljas any had
need.

Acts 2:42-47




ANnd day by day, attending the temple

together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and

generous, hearts, praising God and having

favor with/all the people. And;t
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Neir numMmoper day by ©

No were being saved.

ACts 2:42-477
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BIBICAL COMMUNITY

A place we'live out the one-anotheér'slof
Scripture pefore a watching world.




Truth #1: You do not come to Christ
Ithout coming to his people.

T

W

for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of Godq,
NrFEe
bap

gh faith. For as many of you as were

tized/into Christ have put on Christ.
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e IS nelther Jew nor Greek: there IS

neither slave nor free, there is no male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:26-28




Truth #2: You cannot serve Christ
without serving his people

Truly 1say to you, as you did It to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did It to' me.

Matthew 25:40




"The very essence of Christianity is to be
tegether in a concrete community with all the

real humam, faults that are there and the
tensions that this)will bring us./Spirituality for a
Christian can never be an individualistic guest...




..The God of the incarnation tells us that
anyone who says he or she loves an invisible
God In heaven and is unwilling to deal with

the visible neighlbbor on earth is a liar, since No
one can love a God who cannot be seen if he

Or she cannot,love a neighbor who can be
seen. A Charistian’s spirituality is always as
much about dealing with each other as it Is
apout dealing with God."

Ronald Rolheiser




What do we miss if we
neglect community?

spiritual gifts

e ehe aNORE s




ANnd let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but/emcouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day./drawing near.

Hebrews 10:24-25




ne virtuous soul that is alone is like the
NINg coal that is alone. It will grow colder
rather than hotter.

Saint John of the Cross




It every Christian in the world adopted your

view of church, would the church grow and
flourish, orwould It cease to exist?
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"At her best and at her worst, Jesus loves nis
church. He laid down his life for her. He will
never,/eave or forsake her. He will complete

the work hé/started in her. In other words,
Jesus never looked for more of God by
having less of the church...




..Instead, he married her. The church is the

chosen, beloved

Bride of Christ. What does it

say about us if the church is good enough

for the Father to adopt, for the Spiritto
INhabit, and for Jesus to marry, but not good
enough for us to join?"

Scott Sauls
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