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Why did Paul write Romans?

49 AD Emperor Claudius expelled Jews from Rome
b years later Jews, including Jewish Christians,
allowed to return |

They return to a church that was non-Jewish In
custom and practice

Led to great conflict between Jewish and Gentile
Christians in Rome



What was the Conﬂict?

- Jewish Christians believed Gentile Christians
should observe their law

- @Gentile Christians looked down on Jews for
believing this

- Paul writes Romans to humble them both



Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy
Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh and was declared to
be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus
Christ our Lord...

Romans 1:1-4

————




What does gospel mean?
euangelion - meaning "good news”



What does gospel mean?
euangelion - meaning “good news”

angeloi - heralds of good news



Gospel Defmed

The gospel is good news of Jesus perfect rule
but also an invitation to come under that perfect
rule, to make him our Lord.










..through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for
the sake of his name among all the nations, including

you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:5-7
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We are saved by grace and our

obedience 1s fueled by gra;te.




"We are saved by faith alone, but the
faith that saves is never alone."

- Martin Luther




"She was the eternal city which had given

them peace, the fount of law, the center of

civilization, the Mecca of poets, orators, and

artists, while also being home to every kind
of idolatrous worship."

Bishop Stephen Neill




First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all
of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the
world. For God is my witness, whom | serve with
my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without
ceasing | mention you always in my prayers,
asking that somehow by God's will | may now at
~last succeed in coming to you.
- Romans 1:8-10




For | long to see you, that | may impart to you some

spiritual gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may
be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both
yours and mine. | do not want you to be unaware,
brothers, that | have often intended to come to you
(but thus far have been prevented), in order that |

may reap some harvest among you as well as
among the rest of the Gentiles.

Romans 1:11-13



| am under obligation both to Greeks and to

barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.

So | am eager to preach the gospel to you
also who are in Rome.

‘Romans 1:14-15







"The tumult of my heart took me out into the
- garden where no one could interfere with the
burning struggle with myself in which | was
engaged. | was twisting and turning in my
chains. | threw myself down somehow under a
certain fig tree, and let my tears flow freely."

Augustine from Confessions




Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not
in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling
and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

Romans 13:13-14
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"I neither wished nor needed to read
further. At once, with the last words of this
sentence, it was as if a light of relief from
all anxiety flooded into my heart. All the
shadows of doubt were dispelled.”

- Augustine from Confessions
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'l was a good monk. If ever a monk got to
heaven by his monkery, it was I."

Martin Luther




'l felt myself to be reborn and to have gone
through open doors into paradise. The whole of
Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas
before the righteousness of God filled me with

hate, now It became to me inexpressibly sweet In
greater love. This passage of Paul became to me
a gateway into heaven."

Martin Luther
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For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is
the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God Is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written,
“The righteous shall live by faith.”

"Romans 1:16-17









When we've been rescued,

we want to see others rescued.




