


How can a loving god 

send people to hell?















“Let me say at the outset that I consider the concept of hell as endless torment in 
body and mind an outrageous doctrine, a theological and moral enormity, a bad 
doctrine of the tradition which needs to be changed. How can Christians possibly 
project a deity of such cruelty and vindictiveness whose ways include inf licting 
everlasting tor ture upon his creatures, however sinful they may have been? 
Surely a God who would do such a thing is more nearly like Satan than like God, 
at least by any moral standards, and by the gospel itself.”

CLARK PINNOCK,
theologian



ISAIAH 40:12-14

12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of 
his hand marked of f the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a 
basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? 13 
Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord, or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 14 
Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? 
Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the path of 
understanding? 



Where in your theology do you allow for a God                                                                                
who doesn’t quite f it your preferences?



MATTHEW 5:29-30

29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it of f and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your 
whole body to go into hell.



MATTHEW 25:41

41 “Then he will say to those on his lef t, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 
into the eternal f ire prepared for the devil and his angels. 



MATTHEW 25:45-46

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.’ 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, 
but the righteous to eternal life.” 



“We are not under constraint to resolve how utter darkness can also have 
perpetually burning f lames. These, I take it, are metaphors. But having said this, 
metaphors are used precisely in order to describe realities greater than 
themselves. Hell itself is not metaphorical but real; these vivid metaphors point 
to a reality more awful than themselves, indeed, terrible beyond mere words.”

SINCLAIR FERGUSON



MATTHEW 13:30

30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 
First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn.



MATTHEW 13:40-43

40 As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the f ire, so it will be at the end of 
the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them 
into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear.



Think how we feel when we see someone we love ravaged by unwise actions or 
relationships. Do we respond with benign tolerance as we might toward 
strangers? Far from it. Anger isn’t the opposite of love. Hate is. And the f inal form 
of hate is indif ference. God’s wrath is not a cranky explosion, but his settled 
opposition to the cancer, which is eating out the insides of the human race he 
loves with his whole being.

BECKY PIPPERT



“Hell is a loving necessity. It is the place in which evil will be locked up, forever. In 
other words, God created hell to deal with evil. He made it to be the f inal, 
inescapable prison in which all evil, all rebellion against God, will be conf ined, 
never again to exert its poisonous inf luence. Given all the evil in the world, isn’t it 
a tremendous reassurance to know that it does not go unnoticed by God? It is 
precisely because he’s a God of love that there is a place called hell.”

PAUL WILLIAMS



“Here, then, on the cross, is all that makes hell into hell: darkness, pain, isolation, 
sin-bearing, divine judgment, curse, alienation, utter darkness, separation from 
God. If we need to be convinced of the reality of hell, all we need to do is to 
consider the cross. It is all there.”

SINCLAIR FERGUSON



ROMANS 1:24-25

Therefore, God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.



“We are bound by the words of the Creator, the One who will do what is right. The 
One who invented justice and knows per fectly what the unbeliever deserves. God 
has never asked us to f igure out His justice or to see if His way of doing things is 
morally right. He has only asked us to embrace His Word and bow the knee, to 
tremble at His word, as Isaiah says…”

FRANCIS CHAN,
Erasing Hell



ISAIAH 66:2

All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares 
the Lord. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in 
spirit and trembles at my word. 


