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a naive belief on the reach and influence the culture can have on doctrine, theol- .
ogy, and Christian living,

Viewing culture as too important, however, raises a potentially greater danger
to evangelicals in this generation. Evangelicals who see the culture as too im:
portant begin to adopt clever and sophisticated strategies aimed at erasing Em.
clear distinction between the people of God and the people not of the kingdom
Yet this view is profoundly at odds with the teaching of Scripture and what Jesus
taught His disciples in John 15.

Not Ifbut When the World Hates You

In John 15:18, Jesus says, “If the world hates you.. . The “if” can, if taken :.u

properly, seize the reader and lead to a dangerous interpretation, It may cause th
reader to think that there is a chance the hatred of the world may not come upon
those who follow Christ. A close reading, however, of Jesus’ words reveal that it
is not so much a matter of if, but when:

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it
hated you, If you were of the world, the world would love you
as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remem-
ber the word that I said to you: “A servant is not greater than
his master.” If they persecuted me, they will also persecute
you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all
these things they will do to you on account of my name, be-
cause they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come
and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of

sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever
hates me hates my Father also. If 1 had not done among them
the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty

of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my
Father. But the word that is written in their Law must be ful-
filied: “They hated me without a cause” (John 15:18-25)

As a Christian reading these words, tension should begin to rise. The Christian’
knows that they have been called by God to do good woiks (cf. Eph. 2:10). The:
kindness and love of Christian character should only stir up love and admiration,
not hatred, for the broader culture. Christians, therefore, can feel that if they put.
on enough good works, love, and charity, the culture will adopta friendly attitude:
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towards the church. Christians feel 1 tension as they read John 15 because their
works lead the broader culture to see the glory of God and desire Him rather than
stir up hatred for God and His people.

The Bible seems to give warrant for the tension Christians feel as they read
Jesus’ words in John 1. For example, in Matthew S:16, Jesus says, "Let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven” And 1 Peter 2- 12 adds: “Keep your conduct among the
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.” Thus, a biblical
logic arises in these texts amounting to the idea that if Christians do good works,
a light shines to the broader culture resulting in the glorifying of God.

The Scriptures, however, must be interpreted together. John 15 does not stand
at odds with Matthew $ or 1 Peter 2. In the latter texts, Christian obedience
necessarily leads to good works that the culture will see and bring glory to God.
When natural disasters like hurricanes occur, Christians lead the way in provid-
ing relief and care for those hurt and displaced. That shows the love of Christ to
a dark world and gives glory to God. When Christians lead the charge against
sex-trafficking and strive to help abused and subjected women, this culminates
in a glorious display of beauty to the world and serves as an act of worship to
God. The world, however, will not hate Christians for doing good deeds. We
must, therefore, look at Christ’s words in John 15 with great care if we are to
understand how the hatred of the world comes upon followers of Christ.

To begin, have the conditions of the “if” clauses in John 15 been met? John
15 presents the reader with “if X, then y” Some may try to read that phrase and
avoid “x” so that “y” does not happen. However, in John 13, Jesus makes it abun-
dantly clear that every single condition necessary for the “if” to be fulfilled hag
occurred. Jesus addresses His disciples in a way that demonstrates al] the condi-
tions for the hatred of the world to come have been met. He says in verse 20, “Re-
member the word that I said to you: A servant js not greater than his master’ If
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” Christ was in fact persecuted
and nailed to a cross. Persecution, therefore, comes to all those who seek to fol-
low Jesus Christ. He continues, “If they kept my word, they will also keep yours”
The world, however, already broke Jesus” words. Again, “If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not haye been guilty of sin” (v. 22), Yet Jesus already
came and preached the good news of the gospel.

The “if” clauses of John 15 lead us to conclude that all the conditions have
been met in Jesus Christ, even before He spoke these words to His disciples. The
coming of the cross looms over this discourse in John 15. Christians, therefore,
must understand that the “ifs” of John 15 are in fact reality. They are fulfilled.
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fewer who include a father killing 2 son in that endeavor” For Gungor, the sub:
stitutionary atonement accomplished by Christ amounts to a horrific message of
a father slaughtering his son. This type of message, in Gungor’s mind, must end
if the culture is to be reached for Christ. He goes on to say, “To see it as literal
and out of context that God needed to be appeased with blood is not beautiful,
it’s horrific” Gungor is willing to stand with a gospel, but not the gospel. Gungor
calls Christians to get away from substitutionary atonement because it is too

no mistake, the desire for cultural relevance is nothing less than idolatry. The
messages of these false teachers wil] lead, albeit in an inoffensive way, countless
souls to eternal perdition, Capitulating on the central truths of the gospe] will

only play into the hands of Satan himself, who longs to devour as many souls as
he can.

Chuistian, do not forfeit the message of the gospel. Only the people of Jesus
Christ possess the words of truth. The culture may be offended by the message of
the gospel. Well, et the culture be offended! No doubt, however, as offense comes
salvation will come too. The message :

crude to be respected.

The pagan culture believes they promote a message of tolerance. The culture
believes that true morality does not impose belief systems on others. This em
phasis on tolerance led to a radical shift in the ethics of American culture. Amét-
ica became intolerant of intolerance. The message of the gospel stands at odd
with the new morality that abhors any claim to exclusivity. The world thinks it
possesses the moral high ground to label anything it dislikes as intolerance,

. of the gospel must necessarily wound if it
is to bring healing, ‘The gospel does offend. It reveals our sin and the depth of our
depravity. It manifests in the darkest terms the end that we deserve as rebellious
people. The gospel displays the glory and holiness of an infinite God who burns
with wrath against our sin. Furthermore, the gospel reveals that we cannot save
ourselves. This is offensive! Yet it is the same gospel that brings healing and hope
as it gloriously tells of the God who sent His Son to die in our place. If the church
abandons the gospel, it abandons the only hope for salvation,

Yes, the world may hate you. For carrying this message, countless have died,
giving their lives for the sake of the gospel. Their lives, however, live as fragrant
offerings, used by God to draw many to Himself. Christian, realize that msm,MH.Em
Is coming and it is promised to you. Our enemy abhors the message you carry
and will do anything to silence you. We, however, cannot be silent. Though suf-
fering may come as a result of proclaming the truth, the glorifying of our God
comes, too, as the lost are found. It is only through the gospel, not cultural rel-
ativism, that sinners will be won for Christ. Press on, then, for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ (Phil, 3:14). Hold fast to the words of Jife (Phil.

2:16). Proclaim the excellencies of Christ (1 Peter 2:9). Guard the good deposit
entrusted to you (2 Tim. 1:14),

The leading edge of the apologetic challenge in our generation is that the Go
of the Bible is an ogre. Gungor’s sentiment abounds in the broader culture, re-

vealing that the objection to the gospel is 2 moral one. The moral arguments:
against the gospel are not based in rationalism so much as in a great shift in mo
rality. The culture feels hatred toward 2 God who would actually dare to be God
Hatred toward 2 God who actually is concerned first and foremost with His own
glory. Hatred toward a God who doesn’t offer multiple pathways for creative hu-
manity to try to resolve their cognitive dissonance. That kind of God is hated
"That kind of God who wills the death of His own Son on a cross and then 43.
dicates His atoning work by raising Him from the dead. That kind of God is not
admired in this society, morally as well as cognitively. Therefore, the entirety of
Scripture is now held up as suspect. .

Christians, as adherents to the Scriptures and believers in the infallibility of-
the God’s Word, must understand the current trajectory of the culture, The accu:
sations have come, and, no doubt, laws trying to stamp out the intolerable gospe
of Jesus Christ will come. No doubt, Christians in America will face the threat o
ostracization. Christians must understand this and be fully aware of the cultural

Why Persecution?

Jesus teaches His followers the inevitability of suffering and persecution in the
Christian life. The reason for this hatred stems from the message of the gospel
itself. The culture questions the morality of a gospel articulating that all must

have faith in 2 murdered Savior, hung on a cross by the will of His Father. Blood
is needed for forgiveness of sins,

landscape if they are to respond in a wise, godly fashion.
If the culture marches toward an increasing hatred of the message of the cross
how will Christians respond? Some abandon the gospel altogether. False teach:

. . This entire notion enrages the culture and wars
with their fallen morality. This leads to persecution of God’s people.

This hard truth can lead a Christian to ask, “Why?” When approaching the
Scriptures, it can feel impertinent to ask “Why?” of certain commands. When
God commands something, a proper respanse should not be to get His reason

ers craft false gospels that promise our “best lives now?” False teachers are raised
up by the itching ears of the culture clamoring for messages of inclusion that
promise social justice, happiness, wealth, and prosperity. As the moral revoli:
tion wars with the message of Jesus Christ, ministers of the gospel invariably
capitulate on the central doctrines of the faith for the sake of relevance. Make
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HIGH KING OF HEAVEN

of all disciples of Jesus Christ and it is a duty of the highest delight. Christian:
proclaim a message none other than that which exalts the excellencies of Jesu,
Christ. Though the gospel spurs persecution, it also brings salvation to the M.o
Though we will meet hostility orchestrated by Satan himself, we go mogm._,....
the resurrection power of our risen, conquering Savior. )

! LOUNTED WORTHY
JHEEING A
CARIST IN A WORI

AT RATES HIM

ACTS 5:41

Paul Washer

this chapter, I want to explore Acts $:27-42, and other related passages in Acts,
focusing on four things: (1) how apostles were persecuted, (2) the cause of
their persecution, (3) what was ot the cause of their persecution (which is cru
cial to understand), and (4) how they were able to respond with joy and endur-
ance amidst their persecution fo the end of knowing how we can do the same,

How the Apostles Were Persecuted

Once, I was being interviewed on a radio program in Detroit, and the inter-
viewer said to me, “Mr, Washer, there are a lot of people who do not like you.
How do you handle persecution?” I thought, When was the lgst time I was beaten
Jorty times? When was the last time all my possessions were taken Srom me? When
was the last time I was thrown down and kicked until my ribs broke? 1 said, “Sir, I'm
not persecuted”

It’s amazing how in America, we take the word persecuted and redefine it to mean
that someone looked at us harshly. That is not what happened in Acts. Luke tells
us that the apostles were flogged (Acts 5 :40). The Greek word translated “flogged”



