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a God who happens to speak (the gods of most religions are said to speak at some
point). No, this is a different claim.

Itis of the very nature of this God to have a Word to speak. This God cannot be
Wordless, for the Word is God. God cannot be without His Word. Here is a God
who could not be anything but communicative, expansive, outgoing. Since God
cannot be without this Word, here is a God who cannot be reclusive.

For eternity, this Word sounds out, telling us of an uncontainable God, a
God of exuberance, of sup erabundance, an overflowing God, not needy but su-
premely full and overflowing: a glorious God of grace. Here is a God who loves
to give Himsell.

Itis Genesis I that is dominant in John’s mind as he wrote these opening verses.
“In the beginning”; “the light shines in the darkness” (vv.1,5). And that helps us
see that John has a Hebrew, scriptural idea of what “word” means. This is not a
Hellenistic import on the faith.

But to appreciate a little more deeply what John meant when he wrote of the
“Word,” it's worth seeing something else from the Old ‘Testament that seems to
have been on his mind. Genesis 1 is dominant, to be sure. But in verse 14, John
writes that the word “became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory” Here, John chooses an unusual verb to express what he means,

More literally, he writes that the Word “tented” or “pitched his tent” among
us. And with this mention of glory, it seems clear that John is thinking of the
tabernacle, the tent where the Lord would come and be with His people in the
wilderness, and where His glory would be scen. As the Israelites saw the bright
glory cloud filling the tabernacle, so the Word is where we see the glory of God.
Itis a surprising glory we see in the One who became flesh and dwelt among us.
But in the humility of that One who had no pillow; in His humility, grace, righ-
teousness, gentleness, and faithfulness; in the compassion of the One who went
all the way to the cross—we see His glory, a glory unlike the glory of any other.

Now, in the innermost part of the tabernacle, the Holy of Holies, the Lord was
described as being enthroned between the cherubim of the mercy seat on the
Ark of the Covenant (Lev. 16:2; 1 Sam. 4:4). And inside that gold-plated ark/
throne were kept the two tablets on which were written the ten “words” or com-
mandments: the law, the Word o of God. For the Israelites, it modeled the truth that
the Word of God belongs in the presence, in the very throne, of God!

The Word of God, then, is the One who belongs in deepest, most essential
closeness with God, and the One who displays the innermost reality of who God
is. He is “the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature”
(Heb. 1:3). For He Himself is God. He is God's “Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of God's creation” (Rev. 3:14).

THE ETERNAL WORD // MICHAEL REEVES

'This was the subject of what was perhaps the greatest battle that the church
fought in the centuries after the New Testament: to uphold the belief that Jesus
truly is God, none other than the Lord God of Israel Himself.

That He is, as was enshrined in those stirring words of the Nicene Creed, “God
from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one
being with the Father” Those doctrinal words are pastoral dynamite. The great
Puritan theologian John Owen saw this with great clarity in his wonderful work
Communion with God.! Owen explained in the first third of that book how so
many Christians labor under the misapprehension that behind gracious Jesus,
the friend of sinners, is some more sinister being, one thinner on compassion,
grace, beauty, and goodness—one we would like to know less.

Owen pointed out that since Jesus is this Word, we can be rid of that horrid
idea. There is no God in heaven who is unlike Jesus. One with His Father, He is the
Word, the imprint, the expression, the radiance, the glory of who His Father is.
Ifyou've seen Him, you've seen His Father. And that means that through Chuist,
I know what God is truly like. Through Christ, I see how much this God detests
sin. Through Christ, I see that, like the sinful, dying thief, a sinner like me can
cry, “Remember me,” for I know how He will respond. Though I'm so spiritually
lame, leprous, diseased, and dirty, I can call out to Him. For I know just what He
is like toward the weak and sick.

Another great Puritan preacher, Stephen Charnock, once wrote,

Is not God the Father of lights, the supreme truth, the most
delectable object. . . . Is he not light without darkness, love
without unkindness, goodness without evil, purity without
filth, all excellency to please, without a spot to distaste? Are
not alf other things infinitely short of him, more befow him
than a cab of dung is below the glory of the sun??

Isn’t that the delight in God that we want for ourselves and for every believer?
Here was 2 man besotted with God, a man who, through the gales and storms of
life, seemed to carry this core of sunshine with him: his knowledge of God. But
where did such gladness come from? Charnock could not have been plainer:
true knowledge of the living God is found in and through Christ. But what we
see in Christ is so beautiful it can make the sad sing for joy and the dead spring
to life:

L. John Owen, Communion with God (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1991).
2. Stephen Charnock, The Cormiplete Works of Stephen Charnock, vol. 4 (Edinburgh: James Nichol, 1865), 91.
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He doesn't eternally have a Son. In fact, He's not really a Father at all. There’s the
primary comfort of the Lord’s Prayer gone up in 2 puff of philosophy.

Second, for Arius, it’s not that the Father truly loves the Son; the Son was just His
hired workman. And if the Bible ever spoke of the Father’s pleasure in the So, it
can only have been because the Son had done a good job. That, presumably, is how
to getin with Arius’s God. No eternal Son, no Fatherly God, no gospel of grace.

There was also for Arius the problem of the Son’s own motivation, Have Phi-
lippians 2 in mind, but then imagine that the Son was a creature who had never
sat on the heavenly throne at the right hand of God. Now, why would He humble
Himself from some exalted, semi-divine, angelic status in heaven? Why would
He humble Himself down to the cross? What’s His motivation?

His motivation must be that God would exalt Him to a heavenly glory He had
never known before. So He’s doing it for Himself. But that cannot be with the
eternal Son. With the eternal Son, God is not using Him as hired help, and He’s
not using God to get heavenly glory. He’s efernally been at the Father’s side. He is
the efernally beloved. His motivation was not to get for Himself a glory He had
never had, but to share with us what He Himself had always enjoyed: sonship!
To come to us and bring us in Him back to the exalted position He had always
enjoyed with His Father.

And so who He is entirely shapes what it is He offers in the gospel. The person
of Christ shapes the work of Christ and the nature of the gospel of Christ entirely.
For the eternally beloved Son comes to us to share with us the very love that the
Father has always lavished on Him. He comes to share with us and bring us into
the life that is His, that we might be brought before the Most High—not just as
forgiven sinners, not just as righteous, but as dearly beloved children sharing by
the Spirit the Son’s own “Abba!” cry. The Father’s eternal love for the Son now
encompasses us.

In verse 12 we read, “To all who did receive him, who believed in his name,
[the Son] gave the right to become children of God.” This is a theme that then
gets woven throughout the rest of John's gospel. In verse 18, the Son is presented
as being eternally “in the bosom of the Father,” according to the ESV footnote.
He has that closeness and deep intimacy with His Father. Later, in 17:24, Jesus
declares that His desire is that believers might be with Him where He is. And
that gets modeled for us at the Last Supper in John 13, There, we read, “One of
his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side,” or more
literally, according to the footnote, “in the bosom of Jesus” { John 13:23).

Jesus has eternally been in the bosom of the Father, and John is now in the bo-
som of Jesus, which is why Jesus can say to the Father in John 17:23, “You. .. have
loved them even as you have loved me” (1v). For the greatest privilege of the
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gospel—capping off our election, our calling, our forgiveness, our being clothed
in righteousness, shaping our sanctification, shaping our glorification—is that
the Son shares with us His own sonship, that we might be known as the children
of God.

Without the eternal Son, you dor't get that gospel! No eternal Son, no son-
ship. No eternal Son, no eternal Father. If God is not Father, He couldn’t give us
the right to be His children. If He did not enjoy eternal fellowship with His Son,
then one has to wonder if He has any fellowship to share with us, or if He even
knows what fellowship locks like. If, for example, the Son was a creature and had
not eternally been “in the bosom of the Father,” knowing Him and being loved
by Him, then what sort of relationship with the Father could He share with us?
If the Son Himself had never been close to the Father, how could He bring us
close? He could not bring us to that “children of God” relaticnship.

With no eternal Son, we must see that God would be loveless and that salva-
tion would look entirely different. Distant hirelings we would remain, never to
hear the Son’s golden words to His Father: “you . . . have loved them even as you
have loved me” {N1v). But the gospel of the eternal Son gives us such intima-
cy and confidence before our Father in heaven, We are beloved children of the
Most High!

There is no other God who can do that, to bring us so close, to have us so
loved, to give us such an exalted status. No other God could so win our hearts.
Only with this God can we say with all sincerity, “Our Father,” knowing that we
pray, as old John Calvin put it, as if it were through the mouth of Jesus.*

‘The Most High delights to hear us as His very children, and enjoys our prayers
as sweet-smelling incense before Him. Only with this God—with the eternal
Son—is prayer a delightful privilege.

And, once again, all of this means you’ve got a salvation that is of grace from
first to last. If salvation is not about being adopted into the family of the Father,
it’s just not so clear that it has to be entirely of grace. We sometimes speak as
if our only problem before God is that God is perfect in holiness and we are
not. But if our only problem is that we’re not good enough, we'll have to give it
another go. We'll try to sort ourselves out and do better. But if salvation is to be
adopted as children into the Father’s family, then our performance is just not
going to work, because you simply cannot earn your way into a family.

God’s blessing is sonship (v. 12)—becoming a child of God—and so effort
can do nothing to get you into the family. Your efforts can only make you a slave,

*John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. John T. McNeill, trans. Ford Lewis Battles (Philadelphia,
PA: Westminster John Knox Press, 1960), 3.20.21.
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